
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

A United Service of Holy 
Communion 

The Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity 
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Welcome to St James, the parish Church of Bulkington. Thank 
you for joining us today whether you are in the building or worshipping 
from home. We are very glad to be with you. Today we join in 
worship with our sister parish, St Botolph, Burton Hastings. 
 
Holy Communion (or the Eucharist) is the central act of 
Christian worship. Through our community celebration of the 
Eucharist, we tell the story of God with his people throughout history, 
and proclaim that this God, revealed to us in Jesus Christ, is real 
among us.  
 
This service is being livestreamed so that as many as would 
like to can be part of our worship. 
 
As restrictions change, we want to ensure that we have the safest 
possible experience of being with each other for our worship. These 
changes will be under constant review. We ask that you care for 
yourself and others by: 

- Wearing a face covering, unless exempt from doing so. 
- Be mindful of those who wish to maintain distance from others 
- Using hand sanitiser provided 
- Follow the directions of the ministers and stewards 
- Continue giving your name for contact tracing 

 
Please give generously to support St James. You can 

-  
- Join the Parish Giving Scheme (please speak to Rev Charles 

about this) 
- Online at https://tinyurl.com/y5o6gncq 

(the QR code will take you to this page)  
- Make an electronic donation via bank 

transfer or standing order. 
- Place a cash donation (white or brown 

envelope) in the plate on the way into or 
out of Church. 
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The Gathering 
 
As the organ plays, stewards will show us to our seats and we are welcomed 
to the service: 
 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: Amen. 
 

The Greeting  
 
The Lord be with you 
All: and also with you. 
 

 
 
 

Prayer of Preparation 
 

Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Confession and Absolution 
	  
We come to God as one from whom no secrets are hidden, 
to ask for his forgiveness and peace. 
 
Most merciful God, 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
we confess that we have sinned 
in thought, word and deed. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
In your mercy 
forgive what we have been, 
help us to amend what we are, 
and direct what we shall be; 
that we may do justly, 
love mercy, 
and walk humbly with you, our God. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All: Amen. 
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Gloria in Excelsis 
 

Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
 

The Collect 
 
We spend a moment in quiet prayer and then the minister prays:  
 
Almighty God, 
who called your Church to bear witness 
that you were in Christ reconciling the world to yourself: 
help us to proclaim the good news of your love, 
that all who hear it may be drawn to you; 
through him who was lifted up on the cross, 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.  All: Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the Word 
 

Song of Songs 2:8-13 
 
8 The voice of my beloved! 
    Look, he comes, 
leaping upon the mountains, 
    bounding over the hills. 
9 My beloved is like a gazelle 
    or a young stag. 
Look, there he stands 
    behind our wall, 
gazing in at the windows, 
    looking through the lattice. 
10 My beloved speaks and says to me: 
‘Arise, my love, my fair one, 
    and come away; 
11 for now the winter is past, 
    the rain is over and gone. 
12 The flowers appear on the earth; 
    the time of singing has come, 
and the voice of the turtle-dove 
    is heard in our land. 
13 The fig tree puts forth its figs, 
    and the vines are in blossom; 
    they give forth fragrance. 
Arise, my love, my fair one, 
    and come away. 
 
This is the word of the Lord  

All: Thanks be to God. 
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James 1:17-27 

17 Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming 
down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due 
to change.[a] 18 In fulfilment of his own purpose he gave us birth by the word of 
truth, so that we would become a kind of first fruits of his creatures. 

19 You must understand this, my beloved:[b] let everyone be quick to listen, slow 
to speak, slow to anger; 20 for your anger does not produce God’s 
righteousness. 21 Therefore rid yourselves of all sordidness and rank growth of 
wickedness, and welcome with meekness the implanted word that has the 
power to save your souls. 

22 But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive 
themselves. 23 For if any are hearers of the word and not doers, they are like 
those who look at themselves[c] in a mirror; 24 for they look at themselves and, 
on going away, immediately forget what they were like. 25 But those who look 
into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and persevere, being not hearers who 
forget but doers who act—they will be blessed in their doing. 

26 If any think they are religious, and do not bridle their tongues but deceive 
their hearts, their religion is worthless. 27 Religion that is pure and undefiled 
before God, the Father, is this: to care for orphans and widows in their distress, 
and to keep oneself unstained by the world. 

 
This is the word of the Lord 
All: Thanks be to God. 

 
Hymn – All my hope on God is founded 

 
1 All my hope on God is founded; 

he doth still my trust renew. 
Me through change and chance he guideth, 
only good and only true.  
God unknown, he alone 
calls my heart to be his own. 
 

2 Human pride and earthly glory, 
sword and crown betray his trust; 
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what with care and toil he buildeth, 
tow’r and temple, fall to dust. 
But God’s pow’r, hour by hour, 
is my temple and my tow’r 
 

3 God’s great goodness aye endureth, 
deep his wisdom, passing thought: 
splendour, light and life attend him, 
beauty springeth out of naught. 
Evermore, from his store, 
new-born worlds rise and adore. 
 

4 Still from earth to God eternal 
sacrifice of praise be done, 
high above all praises praising 
for the gift of Christ his Son. 
Christ doth call one and all: 
ye who follow shall not fall. 
 

Robert Bridges (1844-1930), based on ‘Meine Hoffnung stehet feste’ by Joachim Neander (1650-
1680) © Oxford University Press 
  

 

Gospel Reading – Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

 
When the Gospel is announced the reader says 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
All: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Now when the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from 
Jerusalem gathered around him, 2 they noticed that some of his disciples were 
eating with defiled hands, that is, without washing them. 3 (For the Pharisees, 
and all the Jews, do not eat unless they thoroughly wash their hands,[a] thus 
observing the tradition of the elders; 4 and they do not eat anything from the 
market unless they wash it;[b] and there are also many other traditions that they 
observe, the washing of cups, pots, and bronze kettles.[c]) 5 So the Pharisees and 
the scribes asked him, ‘Why do your disciples not live[d] according to the 
tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled hands?’ 6 He said to them, ‘Isaiah 
prophesied rightly about you hypocrites, as it is written, 
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“This people honours me with their lips, 
    but their hearts are far from me; 
7 in vain do they worship me, 
    teaching human precepts as doctrines.” 

8 You abandon the commandment of God and hold to human tradition.’ 

14 Then he called the crowd again and said to them, ‘Listen to me, all of you, and 
understand: 15 there is nothing outside a person that by going in can defile, but 
the things that come out are what defile.’[f] 

 
21 For it is from within, from the human heart, that evil intentions come: 
fornication, theft, murder, 22 adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit, 
licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, folly. 23 All these evil things come from 
within, and they defile a person. 

 

At the end 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.     
All: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
 

Sermon 
 

 
After the sermon, we share a time of quiet. 
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The Creed 
 

    We believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

 
We believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

 
Prayers of Intercession 

Lord, in your mercy 
All: hear our prayer 
 
At the end: 
Merciful Father, 
All: accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our 
Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
 

 
 

The Peace 
Christ is our peace. 
He has reconciled us to God 
in one body by the cross. 
We meet in his name and share his peace. 

cf Ephesians 2.15,16 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 
and also with you. 
 

Hymn – Great is Thy Faithfulness 
 

1 Great is thy faithfulness, 
O God my Father, 
there is no shadow of turning with thee; 
thou changest not, 
thy compassions, they fail not; 
as thou hast been 
thou forever wilt be. 
 
Great is thy faithfulness! 
Great is thy faithfulness! 
Morning by morning, 
new mercies I seel 
all I have needed, 
thy hand hath provided, 
great is thy faithfulness, 
Lord, unto me! 
 

2 Summer and winter, 
and springtime and harvest, 
sun, moon and stars 
in their courses above, 
join with all nature 
in manifold witness 
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to thy great faithfulness, 
mercy and love. 
 
 

3 Pardon for sin 
and a peace that endureth, 
thine own dear presence 
to cheer and to guide; 
strength for today 
and bright hope for tomorrow, 
blessings all mine, 
with ten thousand beside! 

 
Thomas Obadiah Chisholm (1866-1960) 
© 1951 Hope Publishing Co. 
  
 
There will not be a collection plate passed around today, but please give 
generously to support St James (details on p.2). 
 
 

The Eucharistic Prayer 
 

The Lord is here 
All: His Spirit is with us 
 
Lift up your hearts  
All: We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All: It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
We gladly and joyfully thank and praise you, our Lord and God, 
for you created all things from the overflowing of your goodness 
and made us your beloved in your covenant of grace. 
Out of the long winter of our estrangement 
you called us to arise and come away with you, 
because the springtime of our salvation was at hand. 
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In fulfilment of your own purpose 
you gave us birth by your Word of truth,  
so that we would become the first-fruits of his creatures. 
In your Son Jesus you set us as a seal upon your heart 
and in his cross and resurrection 
you showed that your love was stronger than death.  
And so we join our voices with the heavenly throng, 
singing the hymn of your eternal glory:	  
  
All: Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Transforming God, you long for us to become holy like you. 
Through this gathering of reconciliation and Word of truth 
and embodiment of peace, you fill us with bread for the journey. 
In the power of your Holy Spirit,  
make all who participate in this blessed meal 
doers of your Word and not hearers only. 
 
By your same Spirit, bless this food and drink that they be may for us 
the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Who, at supper with his disciples, took bread, gave you thanks, 
broke the bread, and gave it to them, saying,  
‘Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me.’ 
 
After supper he took the cup,  
again he gave you thanks, and gave it to his disciples, saying,  
‘Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’ 
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Great is the mystery of faith: 
All: Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 
 
Gentle God, you call us to be quick to listen and slow to speak.  
Embolden all who have no one to listen to them, 
that in their distress or dismay or disease 
that may meet friends, receive justice and find you. 
Give wisdom to any who have something to say, 
that they may speak your words, live your hope 
and draw others to your truth. 
 
Bless those who struggle with anger, 
that their frustration may turn to good work 
and their sense of deep wrong yield a pursuit of righteousness. 
Hasten the day when there is no more grief or sorrow, 
but you are all in all, ever one God,  
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  
All: Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
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but deliver us from evil. 
 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 

Breaking of the Bread 
 
We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ. 
All: Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 
 
All: Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 

 
 

Giving of Communion 
 

We are invited to receive the bread or a blessing 
 
Come to this table, not because you must but because you may; not 
because you are strong but because you are weak; not because you 
have arrived but because you are still on a journey; come because you 
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love the Lord a little and want to love him more. Above all, come 
because he loves you and gave himself for you. 
 
If you are joining the service online, you might like to use this prayer: 

 
Prayer of Spiritual Communion 

 
Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ,  
for all the benefits you have given me, 
for all the pain and insults you have borne for me. 
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,  
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. 
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, 
may I know you more clearly, 
love you more dearly, 
and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen. 
 

 
 
 

Prayer after Communion 
 
Almighty God, 
we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out 
in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work 
to your praise and glory. Amen. 
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The Dismissal 
 
We share any notices. 
 
 

The Blessing 
 
 

The Dismissal 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord 
All: In the name of Christ. Amen 
 
 
Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England, material 
from which is included in this service, is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000. 
Music used in this service is under terms of CCLI Licence 17774 and Streaming 
Licence 169385. 
 
Eucharistic Prayer from Joining the Angels’ Song © Samuel Wells and Abigail Kocher, 
Canterbury Press 2016. 
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“For now the winter is past, the rain is over and gone. The flowers 
appear on the earth; the time of singing has come…”  

Song of Songs 2 

 
Please use this page to share a word, phrase, or picture that 
sums up St James for you…  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


